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Reviews of several volumes have finally appeared over the last year, including Susanne 
Bickel and Bernard Mathieu (eds.), D’un monde à l’autre: textes des pyramides et textes des sarco-
phages, in Journal of Near Eastern Studies 71 (2011); J. Assmann, Death and Salvation in Ancient 
Egypt, in Journal of Near Eastern Studies 70 (2011): 124–26; I. Guermeur, Les cultes d’Amon hors 
de Thèbes: recherches de géographie religieuse, in Journal of Near Eastern Studies 70 (2011): 126–27.

————————————————————

Andrea Seri

Andrea Seri presented a paper entitled “The Role of Creation in Enūma eliš” at the confer-
ence Imagined Beginnings: The Poetics and Politics of Cosmogony, Theogony and Anthro-
pogony in the Ancient World, sponsored by the Center for the Study of Ancient Religions 
at the University of Chicago, the Midwest Consortium on Ancient Religions, and the Franke 
Institute for the Humanities. The paper will be published in the volume Imagined Beginnings: 
Ancient Cosmogonies, Theogonies and Anthropogonies in the Eastern Mediterranean, co-edited by 
Chris Faraone and Andrea Seri. She has also submitted the article “Borrowings to Create 
Anew: Intertextuality in the Babylonian Poem of ‘Creation,’” which will appear in a Fest-
schrift. Andrea published two articles. The first is entitled “Domestic Female Slaves during 
the Old Babylonian Period,” in Slaves and Households in the Ancient Near East, edited by L. Cul-
bertson, pp. 49–67 (Oriental Institute Seminars 7; Chicago: The Oriental Institute, 2011). The 
other article is “Adaptation of Cuneiform to Write Akkadian,” in Visible Language: Inventions of 
Writing in the Ancient Middle East and Beyond, edited by Christopher Woods, pp. 85–93 (Oriental 
Institute Museum Publications 32; Chicago: The Oriental Institute, 2010). She also wrote an 
entry on the word nadītum for the Encyclopaedia of Ancient History (Wiley-Blackwell) and is 
currently editing her second book, The House of Prisoners: State and Slavery in Uruk during the 
Revolt against Samsu-iluna, for final submission.

Andrea continues collaborating with the Berkeley Prosopography Services and is prepar-
ing electronic editions of all the documents dated to King Rīm-Anum of Uruk to be included 
in website Oracc (The Open Richly Annotated Cuneiform Corpus, managed by S. Tinney of 
the University of Pennsylvania, E. Robson of Cambridge University, and N. Veldhuis of the 
University of California at Berkeley). Andrea has also reviewed articles for the Journal of Near 
Eastern Studies, is one of the members of the Oriental Institute publications committee, and 
is also an Associate Member (PAMW Affiliate) to the Classics Department of the University 
of Chicago.

————————————————————

Oğuz Soysal

Oğuz Soysal continued his job with the Chicago Hittite Dictionary (CHD) Project. Much of his 
time was spent writing articles on words beginning with tu and preparing the transliterations 
of the recent cuneiform editions, Keilschrifttexte aus Boğazköi volumes 47, 51, 56, 58, and 60 for 
the CHD files. His personal research has continued to focus on Hittite history/culture and the 
Hattian language. Soysal published the following articles in 2010–2011: “Philological Contribu-
tions to Hattian — Hittite Religion (II). On the Origin and the Name of the ḫazkarai-women,” 
in Pax Hethitica: Studies on the Hittites and their Neighbours in Honour of Itamar Singer, pp. 340–50 
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(Studien zu den Bogazköy-Texten 51; Wi-
esbaden: Harrassowitz, 2010), and “Eski 
Anadolu Toponomisi’nde deǧişik yorum-
lara açık bir yapım öǧesi hakkında: Hititçe 
— aš+ḫapa ‘… nehir(i)’ ya da Hattice š(a)ḫap 
‘tanrı’ ?,” in Acts of the 7th International Con-
gress of Hittitology, Çorum, August 25–31, 2008, 
edited by Aygül Süel, volume 2, pp. 783–91 
(Ankara: Anıt Matbaa, 2010)

Furthermore, Soysal’s long-term coop-
eration with Dr. Rukiye Akdoğan and Tom 
Urban brought its fruitful result as the cu-
neiform publication entitled Ankara Arke-
oloji Müzesinde Bulunan Boğazköy Tabletleri II/
Boğazköy Tablets in the Archaeological Museum 
of Ankara II was published by the Oriental Institute in June 2011.

In addition, in winter 2010/2011 Soysal started a new project involved with the unpub-
lished Hittite texts bearing the siglum “Bo,” which were transferred from the Staatliches 
Museum in Berlin to the Museum of Ancient Anatolian Civilizations in Ankara in 1987. After 
the decision of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Turkey in 2010, a new team of 
Turkish Hittitologists was formed to continue working on the unpublished Bo fragments, 
wherein Soysal too received an invitation to become a part of that project. The fragments 
in question are in the number range from Bo 8 to Bo 9736 and they are divided up among 
twenty-one Hittitologists. Each team member receives about 170 pieces and is primarily ob-
ligated to make hand copies of them. Soysal’s share includes the range between the numbers 
Bo 9536 and Bo 9736. In June 2010 he visited the Ankara Museum to check these fragments, 
which can be utilized as primary source for the works of the Hittite Dictionary Project. To 
enlarge the material, Soysal also received permission from some of his Turkish colleagues 
to work on their share of Bo-texts. In winter 2010/2011 and summer 2011 Soysal took digital 
pictures of about 500 Bo-fragments in the Ankara Museum and started to transliterate the 
texts, which are to be added to the lexical files of the Hittite Dictionary Project. This would 
be a great benefit for the Hittite Dictionary Project since the unpublished Bo-texts cannot 
be used otherwise unless they are cited elsewhere in the secondary literature.

————————————————————

Gil J. Stein

In July–August 2010, Gil J. Stein conducted the third field season as American co-director of 
the Joint Syrian-American excavations at Tell Zeidan, studying the roots of Mesopotamian 
urbanism in the Ubaid period at this 12.5 ha regional center in the Euphrates river valley. A 
fuller description of the excavations is presented in this Annual Report. 

Gil has also continued with the work toward publication of his 1992–1997 excavations 
at Hacınebi, a fourth-millennium bc Uruk Mesopotamian colony in the Euphrates valley of 
southeast Turkey. Now that the analyses of the stratigraphy of the site are complete, Dr. 
Belinda Monahan has been finalizing the typology of local Anatolian and Mesopotamian Uruk 

Soysal working on the Bo-texts at the Museum of 
Ancient Anatolian Civilizations, Ankara, in January 2011
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